
B u i l d i n g  t h e  B r o a d b a n d  A t m o s p h e r e

555 Del Rey Avenue     Sunnyvale, California  94085     phone 408.331.6800     fax 408.331.6801

Media Contact:

Scott Green                                                                                
CLS Communications, Inc.                                                       
650-679-9044
teamgreen@rcn.com

VERGE WIRELESS SELECTS TROPOS NETWORKS GEAR TO UNWIRE

LOS ANGELES’ PERSHING SQUARE

Network Will Offer Free Wi-Fi Internet Access at Landmark Park, Demonstrate How Broadband 

Service Might be Provided in Low-Income Areas of Los Angeles

SUNNYVALE, CA – November 10, 2004 – Tropos Networks, the leading supplier of equipment 

used to build metro-scale Wi-Fi networks, today announced that Verge Wireless Networks, Inc. 

a division of CamSoft Data Systems, Inc., has selected Tropos Wi-Fi cells for use in Verge’s 

recently awarded Pershing Square project in downtown Los Angeles, CA. Expected to be 

operational in early 2005, the Pershing Square network will provide free, wireless Internet 

service to visitors to the historic, landmark park in the center of Los Angeles, as well as to nearby 

residents, workers and tourists. The network will also demonstrate how broadband service might 

be provided to low-income areas of Los Angeles.

 “We’re very excited to partner with Tropos Networks to bring wireless Internet access to 

Pershing Square,” said Carlo MacDonald, president of Verge Wireless. “Our experience with the 

Tropos metro-scale Wi-Fi solution in Baton Rouge and New Orleans demonstrated that it offers 

superior performance, low total cost of ownership and is easy to deploy and operate. We look 

forward to using Tropos to implement our network in Los Angeles.”
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“We are pleased that Verge selected Tropos equipment for this project and are excited that 

historic Pershing Square will now be unwired with Tropos, thanks to Verge,” said Ron Sege, 

president and CEO of Tropos. “Verge’s selection of Tropos is further validation that cities are 

fi nding metro-scale Wi-Fi to be a great way to address multiple public policy issues including 

closing the digital divide, encouraging economic development, enhancing competition for 

broadband access and improving public safety,” added Sege.

Pershing Square is operated by the City of Los Angeles Recreation and Parks Department. The 

Verge Wireless contract for the Wi-Fi project is with the Community Redevelopment Agency of 

the City of Los Angeles (CRA/LA) which believes the Wi-Fi project will support its downtown 

redevelopments goals and provide a valuable amenity for downtown residents, workers, and 

visitors.   

The Pershing Square Wi-Fi network will use Tropos 5110 Wi-Fi cells, an outdoor-optimized 

and ruggedized wireless mesh router based on the 802.11 standard. The Tropos 5110 quickly 

and economically uses the intelligent Tropos Predictive Wireless Routing Protocol (PWRP) 

to provide pervasive coverage over metro areas.  The Tropos PWRP routes traffi c wirelessly, 

eliminating up to 95% of the wired backhaul associated with traditional access point solutions.  

Tropos Wi-Fi cells form a wireless mesh, dynamically routing traffi c along the highest 

throughput path to a wired gateway.  This intelligent routing negates effects of radio frequency 

(RF) interference, wired backhaul failure and node failure.  PWRP also scales to thousands of 

nodes with the lowest routing overhead in the industry.  Network support costs are minimized 

via the central management capabilities of the Tropos Control Element Manager, a confi guration, 

monitoring and maintenance tool. 

Los Angeles is the latest in a rapidly growing group of municipalities to deploy metro-scale 

Wi-Fi from Tropos Networks. Tropos Wi-Fi mesh networking systems are used for a variety of 

public Internet access and mission critical applications including public safety; database access; 

residential, business and mobile user internet access; video surveillance and automated meter 

reading, to name a few.
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About Tropos Networks, Inc.About Tropos Networks, Inc.
Tropos Networks, Inc. is the leading supplier of systems used to build metro-scale, outdoor Wi-Fi networks. Tropos’ 
unique Wi-Fi cells, along with the fi rst element manager to control large Wi-Fi networks, enable public agencies 
and service providers to deliver ubiquitous, city-wide mobile broadband to users in any locale. These carrier-class 
IP networks are low cost and easy to install and scale. The Tropos cellular mesh architecture and use of optimized 
open-standard radios dramatically reduce the need for wired backhaul while eliminating expensive proprietary 
clients and complex software. Using the patented Predictive Wireless Routing Protocol, Tropos solutions deliver 
maximum bandwidth to the user regardless of conditions, at unprecedented Wi-Fi network scale. Tropos Networks is 
headquartered in Sunnyvale, California. For more information, please visit www.tropos.com, call 408-331-6800 or 
write to info@tropos.com. 

Tropos Networks, Tropos and PWRP are trademarks of Tropos Networks, Inc. All other brand or product names are 
trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holder(s). 

About Verge Wireless Networks, Inc.About Verge Wireless Networks, Inc.
Verge Wireless Networks, Inc. is a leader the development of 802.11 services focusing on Metropolitan Wi-
Fi Hot ZonesTM.  Ubiquitous wireless Internet access is the next evolution in computing – giving everyone, 
everywhere access to the latest in information and communication technologies!  Using next generation, wireless 
technology, Verge Wireless deploys wireless networks and applications for the hospitality, metropolitan network, 
public safety, and entertainment industries – as well as residential and corporate environments.  Deployments 
ranging from Hot Spots to city-wide networks use the Verge Operations Support System (VOSSTM) – a robust and 
customizable Wireless Internet Service Provider back offi ce package that performs all AAA functions.  We partner 
with cities, businesses, residential communities, and others to design, deploy, and manage Hot Zones that provide 
Internet access and applications to both our customers and to the general public.  Verge Wireless, a subsidiary 
of CamSoft Data Systems, Inc., is headquartered in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  For more information, please visit 
www.vergewireless.com, write to info@vergewireless.com, or call us at 225-291-9887.
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